The Student Newspaper of Lawrence University Since 1884

THE

LAWRENTIAN
Appleton, Wisconsin

VOL. CXXXIX NO. 4

October 16, 2020

Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebration continues virtually
Hannah Amell
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Last year’s on-campus Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebration, held on Oct. 14, 2019, featured a powwow dance performance by Oneida
Nation dancers in traditional dance garments.
Photos by Sarah Navy.

Do you have questions about any new developments on campus? Do you think The
Lawrentian should be covering any specific event?
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Lawrence University Native American Organization (LUNA) hosted a
virtual event to celebrate Indigenous
Peoples’ Day on Monday, Oct. 12.
Their video can be found on the virtual events page of the Diversity and
Intercultural Center website.
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, the second Monday of October, is a day to
celebrate and honor Indigenous peoples and recognize both their histories
and continued resilience. Last year,
Wisconsin became the 14th state to
recognize Indigenous Peoples’ Day as
a state holiday. The date is still federally recognized as Columbus Day,
but since the 1970s, many Indigenous
communities have celebrated the day
as Indigenous Peoples’ Day instead.
Junior Taneya Garcia, vice president
of LUNA, says that this is meant to
“combat the historical erasure of Indigenous cultures ... that Columbus
Day represents [and to] celebrate indigeneity.”
LUNA has been celebrating Indigenous Peoples’ Day on campus for at
least six years. Usually, the event includes a live powwow demonstration
by local members of the Menominee
Nation followed by a traditional Native meal for Native American students and community members to
share.
This year, the celebration looked
different since an in-person gathering
was not a safe option.
“I came up with the idea that we
would record our stories or our perspectives of Indigenous Peoples’ Day
and why it’s important to celebrate
from a Native student’s perspective,”
junior Jessica Hopkins, a religious
studies major and the current president of LUNA, said. Hopkins and others shared their thoughts in the video
released Monday.
The virtual celebration was unique
from past events in that it included
“clips and resources from a multitude
of Indigenous cultures,” Garcia said,
“which gives you a little bit broader
sense of the diversity of indigeneity in
itself ... We wanted to show that there
is a diversity in indigeneity and that
indigeneity isn’t just represented in
one way.”
The video included prayers, messages from members of LUNA, a performance by Acoma Pueblo buffalo
dancers and a story shared by guest
speaker Ben Grignon, an award-winning high school teacher and member
of Wisconsin’s Menominee Nation.
“We thought that it was important
to have the aspect of the Menominee
Nation [represented] because Lawrence is sitting on stolen Menominee

A&E

land,” Garcia said, regarding Grignon’s speech and story. “We realize
that we would not be celebrating Indigenous Peoples’ Day correctly if we
didn’t acknowledge that the Menominee Nation is a vital part of how we
can exist as students on this land.”
Along with the video, LUNA encouraged viewers to donate to Partnership With Native Americans
(PWNA), an organization that raises
funds to help Indigenous communities in need. Many Native American
tribes have been hit especially hard by
the COVID-19 pandemic, which is one
of the issues that PWNA is addressing,
as well as one of the reasons that this
year’s Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebration had to be virtual, according
to Hopkins.
Despite the inability to gather in
person, organizers worked to make
this celebration impactful in different
ways.
“This year, it’s more of a personal
approach to it, letting down the walls
a little bit,” Hopkins said. “I wouldn’t
say that we let you see the dark and the
sad and what it really means to us, but
it is kind of the start of what it means
to be Indigenous on Indigenous Peoples’ Day.”
The virtual format also allowed for
a broader audience and sense of community that spanned beyond Appleton
and the Lawrence campus. Garcia and
other members of LUNA shared the
video with their hometowns and communities in addition to sharing it with
the school.
“I think that was definitely a plus
that a lot more people got to be engaged with our celebration this year
because we were remote, and it was
accessible to so many,” Garcia said. “…
It was a little bit sad that we couldn’t
come together, but it really did show
the resilience of people’s indigeneity
by celebrating the day even though we
couldn’t physically be together.”
Across the country, Indigenous
communities celebrated Indigenous
Peoples’ Day on Monday, and Garcia
believes it is important that everyone
celebrates with them.
“I think it’s important for everybody, especially on the Lawrence campus, in Appleton and in the United
States, to celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day because no matter where you
are in the United States, you are sitting on stolen land [that] was forcibly
taken from Indigenous populations,”
Garcia said. “Acknowledging and celebrating the people whose land you’re
on is a sign of respect, I think. I hope
that people did celebrate Indigenous
Peoples’ Day with us and continue to
celebrate, but I also hope that their
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Presidential Search Committee announced, search begins

Emily Zuniga
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

The search for a new president at
Lawrence has begun. On Oct. 5, Assistant to the President and Secretary to
the Board of Trustees Christyn Abaray
sent out an official email to the Lawrence community, announcing the
members of the Presidential Search
Committee. The committee consists
of two students, four faculty members,
one staff member, one ex officio, the
Lawrence University Alumni Association president and six members of the
Board of Trustees.
Abaray will be assisting the committee in their search for a new president. According to Abaray, this will
involve a lot of work on the front end
of the search and coordinating with
the search firm of Isaacson Miller. She
emphasized that, because of the time
limit and the desire for input from everyone in the Lawrence community,
it will be an incredibly intense and
important process. In order to find
the best fit for Lawrence, she believes
that the entire Lawrence community
must come together. This will ensure
that all voices will be heard, Abaray
explained.
Since President Mark Burstein will
be leaving after this academic year,
the committee must find and evalu-

ate candidates in a timely manner.
The committee’s goal is to select a new
president by the end of Winter Term.
In an effort to receive input from as
many people as possible, Abaray said
the committee is planning to send out
a survey to the entire Lawrence population.
“There will be mechanisms in place
for anybody [to] give input on their
thoughts of what the next president
should be,” Abaray said. “We really
want people to stay tuned so that they
have ways to make sure they give us
input.”
Junior Jessica Toncler is one of the
student representatives on the Presidential Search Committee. She explained that the first step in searching
for a new president was to establish
this committee, which is now working
with a search agency to find the right
fit for the position and the university.
With the assistance of Isaacson Miller,
they will set up interviews with potential candidates in the near future.
According to Toncler, the leaders of
the committee have made it very clear
that they are focused on diversity and
inclusion in the presidential search
process.
As a double-degree student, Toncler emphasized the importance of
a president that is engaged in both
the college and the Conservatory. As

Contact tracing
process implemented
at Lawrence

Caleb Yuan
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

*Name changed to protect identity
As Lawrence has experienced its
first positive COVID-19 cases on campus, the contact tracing process has
officially been implemented. As part of
this process, the Pandemic Planning
Team has already developed plans to
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and
continually reevaluates for changes.
The Director of Health Services
Campus Nurse, Jillian Drier, explains
those efforts.
Drier stated that the Wisconsin Division of Public Health (DPH) utilizes
every opportunity to complete contact
tracing interviews with anyone that
has tested positive for COVID-19.
Healthcare providers and laboratories
are required to report positive COVID-19 tests to the DPH. The report will
also initiate the contact tracing process at the local health department.
According to Drier, a trained contact tracer will contact the person who
tested positive and conduct an interview. The contact tracer will inform
the person about COVID-19 symptoms, complications and resources,
also providing other educational materials. The contact tracer and the infected person will determine who may
have been exposed to the illness during the infectious period.
“Contact tracers are trained to help
people remember close contacts by
prompting different situations and
asking different questions,” Drier

The entrance to Sampson House, home of the president’s office.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.

a member of the Lawrence University Symphony Orchestra, Toncler
explained that Burstein was at each of
her performances and always showed
full support for both conservatory and
college students. When reflecting on
what she wants to see in a Lawrence

president, she referred to her admiration for Burstein’s willingness to address any issue that arose at Lawrence
and the fact that he was not afraid to
be honest and tackle issues head on.
To her, it is of utmost importance that
they find a candidate that will contin-

Weekly updates on the
status of COVID-19 at
Lawrence

ue to follow these practices.
“It’s important to know that both
the committee and the search agency
we’re working with really value the
students and the alumni and the community’s opinions,” Toncler said.

COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

said.
Alex Puffer* was one of the
students who tested positive
on campus. He received the
positive result four days after
taking the test, after which he
was quarantined for 14 conActive LU cases:
Total LU tests:
Total LU cases:
secutive days.
According to Puffer, within
2
3,128
17
two or three days, he was first
contacted by the Dean of StuTotal Appleton tests:
Active Appleton cases:
Total Appleton cases:
dents, who told him what to
expect in the next several days.
19,885
769
2,395
Then he was contacted separately by the City of Appleton
and the Health Department.
Limited cases on-campus;
During these two calls, he was
widespread transmisison offasked similar questions, such
as where he had been, who
campus
he had been in contact with,
Isolation and quarantine
whether he had been traveling
spaces available
and if there was anyone he had
been in contact with who had
tested positive.
Puffer said he managed to
name the majority of people
he had close contact with, as
he acknowledged the importance of protecting the people
*data reported as of Oct. 14
around him.
After the interview, according down the spreading of COVID-19.
information would be referred to the
“Thank you for doing your part to
ing to Drier, the DPH or a partner,
“We ask that everyone provides the
administration, and the Health Deprotect our community,” Drier said.
such as Wellness Services, will notify
best information possible,” Drier said. partment is able to issue an isolation
“Please continue to follow our ...
anyone identified as a close contact of
“Providing false information or withor quarantine order for someone putpledge, keep six-feet distancing, wear
the infected individual and go through
holding information on purpose hurts
ting the community’s health at risk.
your mask and wash your hands frea similar process of contact tracing.
our entire community.”
While the contact tracing procequently to protect yourself and others
This procedure is intended to investiAccording to Drier, providing false
dure continues, Drier also expresses
around you. Stay well!”
gate the source of infection and help
information would lead to conseher thankfulness to the student body
to notify people who may have been
quences as a result of dishonoring The
for their efforts to keep the campus as
exposed, therefore stopping or slowPledge. The person who provides false
safe as possible.

TESTS
CONDUCTED:

ACTIVE CASES:

TOTAL POSITIVE
CASES:

We are in:

YELLOW
LIGHT

In-person classes and activities continue, nonessential employees on campus are reduced and
testing increases.

SPORTS
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College Football Retrospectives:
The fate of Paul Bunyan
Aaron Pelavin

year.

Columnist

______________________________________

This column seeks to look back
on memorable moments in college
football and offer commentary on
what makes them unique.
The Michigan Wolverines merchandising department spun the 83rd
iteration of their game against crossstate rivals as “No. One Vs. No One.”
As hyperbolic as that statement is, it
fit nicely within the narrative heading
into the game, considering both teams
compete in one of college football’s
most competitive conferences.
Michigan came into the game
riding a dominant three game winning streak, having won each of those
games by at least four score. Only the
Notre Dame Fighting Irish had managed to topple the Wolverines in their
first game of the season, but the Irish
were the home team and came into
the game ranked first in the country, according to the preseason polls.
There was no shame in losing by one
score in South Bend.
The Michigan State Spartans, on
the other hand, were faring much
more poorly. In their first game of
the season, Syracuse held them to a
23-23 tie on the road in upstate New
York. Next, they lost the battle for the
Megaphone Trophy at home against
a number one ranked Fighting Irish,
failing to hold on to a 12-point lead
they had going into the fourth quarter.
Their lone win of the season before
the game against Michigan came at
the expense of the miserly Rutgers
University Scarlet Knights, who would
limp their way to a 3-8 record that

Gannon Flynn

In the following game, Michigan
State was only able to muster a single
touchdown to appease the 76,873 fans
that packed the Spartan Dome in a
12-7 losing effort against the number
18 Iowa Hawkeyes. Things were not
going well in Kalamazoo. Or, at least,
that was how the narrative framed it.
Looking back at those performances with wisdom that only hindsight can provide, the Spartans’ losses
were by a single score, and they had
lost to Notre Dame by a smaller margin than the Wolverines had. Syracuse
would end up finishing the season
ranked 21st in the country after a
dominant 28-0 win over Arizona in
the Aloha Bowl. The Hawkeyes would
go on to be co-champions of The Big
10 that year, alongside Michigan and
Michigan State.
Michigan’s wins were over cupcakes in comparison. UCLA went on
to go 5-6 that year. Wisconsin only
won an anomaly against an otherwise
solid Ball State University. And the
Maryland Terrapins would only win
six of their 12 games that season.
Calling the game “No. One Vs No
One” was disrespectful, but that was
the point.
Spartans hate Wolverines.
Wolverines hate Spartans. Though
there were no wolverines in ancient
Anatolia, if Ulysses had built a giant
wooden wolverine, you can bet King
Agamemnon would have had some
roasted soldiers on his hands. In
1953, the Governor of Michigan presented the Paul Bunyan — Governor
of Michigan Trophy to the winner
of the rivalry game to commemorate
Michigan State’s admittance to the

Big 10 Conference. On account of its
origins, Michigan wanted nothing to
do with the trophy.
After their first rivalry win following the trophy’s introduction, the
Michigan Wolverines left it out on the
field for 30 minutes before chucking it
into an equipment closet. They added
insult to injury by failing to engrave
the score lines by which they won that
year and the following year. In the
end, Michigan State had to go back
and carve their losing results into the
trophy after just having won it back.
They kept it for the next eight years
though, cherishing and taking care of
their spoils of war.
Naturally, with all of this hate,
Michigan would do everything in their
power to make Michigan State feel
like No One, but that was just not true.
Sure, Michigan State did not
field as many future NFL players as
the Wolverines did, but they had a
gem of a coach in George Perles.
While he was by no means a
hall of famer like Jimmy Johnson
or Bobby Bowden, Perles had been
one of the masterminds behind the
Pittsburg Steeler’s decade-defining
defense of the 1970s. The defensive
line, dubbed the Steel Curtain and
helmed by Perles, dominated NFL
offenses. Most notably, in 1976, they
started the season 1-4 but went on to
a nine game winning streak, ending
the regular season after their starting quarterback went down with an
injury.
Over that nine game run, they
allowed a total of 28 points, over half
of which came in one game in which
the Houston Oilers valiantly managed to score half as many points as

Pittsburgh. The Oilers were the only
team during that nine game run to
achieve such a feat. Perles’s coaching
of the defensive line was integral to
their success. Sure, Joe Greene was
the fourth overall pick in 1969. He
managed to become an All-American
on a team that is not notable enough
to warrant an entry on Wikipedia.
The rest of the line, on the other
hand, were more blue-collar than
blue chip. Teams drafted 237 players before the Steelers selected L.C.
Greenwood in that same draft. More
than 200 picks should have represented a massive gulf in talent between
him and Greene, but they both found
themselves on the 1970s All-Decade
Team. While you could argue that
scouts had overlooked Greenwood in
the draft, Perles gave him that chance
and put him in a system in which he
could thrive. The man had a track
record of making somebodies out of
nobodies.
That is not to say that the task
ahead of him was not daunting. After
all, the Spartans had to go up against
future People Magazine Sexiest
Athlete of the Year Elvis Grbac lining
up under center — he would go on to
be featured in the 2000 Pro Bowl, but
that is beside the point — passing to
a future Heisman Award winner in
Desmond Howard and that year’s Big
10 Co-Offensive Player of the Year Jon
Vaughn on the ground. Staring down
the maw of an offense with an embarrassment of riches, the Spartan walls
held firm through the first half, only
allowing a single touchdown.
This clearly irked the Wolverines.
They were “No. One.” They were not
supposed to be threatened by “No

One.” The advanced metrics were on
their side. Algorithms said they were
the better team. Plus, they had a sexy
man named Elvis chucking the pigskin for them.
But, Elvis met his toilet in The
Big House that day. Dan Enos, the
Spartans’ quarterback, was no Grbac,
but he sure could scramble. He paid
no heed to his porous offensive line,
and ran out of the pocket, making
out of pocket throws all game long.
His running and gunning ways, combined with clutch running from running backs Tico Duckett and Hyland
Hickson, saw the Spartans go into
the game’s last two minutes leading by a touchdown. Michigan had
it all to do, but they managed to put
together a scoring drive, making it to
the endzone with six seconds to spare.
Then they got a little too big for their
britches.
Earlier in the game, Michigan
had the ball on Michigan State’s goal
line, needing just a small gain to
punch the ball into the endzone. They
ran four plays that looked identical to
the untrained eye and failed to walk
away from that possession with any
points. If they had gone for a field
goal, the kicker would have been able
to shank the extra point, and the
Wolverines would have won the game.
Instead, they were put in a position
where they got greedy again. Instead
of kicking the extra point and settling
for the tie, the Wolverine’s decided
they really wanted that statue they
left in the closet in the ‘50s, but Paul
Bunyan knew who really loved

that signed him, but he only played
eight games for them before the team
folded. His WHA career was short, but
it did hint at what was to come. After
joining the Edmonton Oilers, Gretzky
scored 110 points in his first season to
lead them to the Avco World Trophy
finals.
After the WHA collapsed the
next year, the Edmonton Oilers were
one of the four teams that survived
and were brought into the NHL.
Though Gretzky’s age was no longer
a barrier for him, he was a huge target
for critics, as he had basically been
grandfathered in. Considered slower
and weaker than the average NHL
player, along with a generally unimpressive 160-pound frame, it was easy
to make the claim that Gretzky would
not survive in a league much tougher
and more relentless than the WHA.
Gretzky’s efforts could not have
done more to snuff that criticism out,
and his very first NHL score was a
precursor to what kind of player he

was going to become. Off two incredibly quick assists from teammates
Brett Callighen and Blair McDonald,
Gretzky had already moved right in
front of the goalie, preventing any
interference from the other Canucks.
With a minute and nine seconds left,
Gretzky scored on the power play and
saved the Oilers from a loss on their
record by tying the contest 4-4.
What the league saw Gretzky do
on that score is why “The Great One”
is hockey’s most prolific scorer to this
day. What he lacked in athletic prowess, he could more than make up for
in his understanding of the game. He
always seemed to be in tune with the
puck, 10 steps ahead of everyone else
as to where it was moving and exactly
how to score. In addition, his passing skills were exceptional; so strong,
in fact, that opposing teams started
working on stopping Gretzky’s passes
instead of the teammates he would be
passing to.
As a result, Gretzky just began

shooting himself, dangerously so. His
second year saw him at the top in
terms of scoring, which destroyed the
“too small” narrative — at 165-pounds,
he racked up 164 points on the year.
His style of play was so consistent that
it earned a nickname. After enough
games of successfully executing goals
starting from behind the opposing
team’s nets, the area was known to the
league as “Gretzky’s office.”
It only took two years in the
league for Gretzky to break a record.
With 164 points, he broke Bobby
Orr’s assist record of 102, as well
as Phil Esposito’s points record of
152. The very next year, he crushed
a 35-year-old record that had been
set by Maurice “Rocket” Richards: 50
goals in 50 games. For Gretzky, the
accomplishment of 50 goals came in
only 39.
Not only did he break the records
of others, but he found a way to shatter his own as well; with 120 assists
in the ’82 season, he upgraded him-

self continuously in that regard, with
125 in ’83, 135 in ’84 and 163 in
’85. With the Edmonton Oilers, he
brought the team four Stanley Cup
Championships, and took the Los
Angeles Kings to a Stanley Cup Final
in 1993. Supposedly, he is also credited with bringing the hockey scene to
popularity in California.
By the end of his 21-year career,
he had amassed untouchable totals
in goals and points, at 894 and 2,857
respectively. “Untouchable” is pretty
literal, too — the closest in points is
Jaromir Jagr at 1,921, and Gretzky’s
hero, Gordie Howe, is 93 goals below
him at 801. In what should come
as a surprise to absolutely nobody,
Gretzky was immediately inducted
into the Hockey Hall of Fame upon
his retirement, making him the latest
player in NHL history to not have to
wait to be inducted. I would say such
treatment is very well-deserved.

This Week in Sports' History: Wayne Gretzky scores
first career goal

Columnist

______________________________________

This column seeks to profile
important events in the history of
sports.
As far as National Hockey
League (NHL) legends go, few, if any,
are as revered and respected as Wayne
Gretzky, a center from Ontario,
Canada. Forty-one years ago, Gretzky
took the first step towards legendary
status against the Vancouver Canucks
by scoring his first NHL goal.
Gretzky’s career began on the
back of a league that no longer exists.
Since the NHL had rules against
signing players under 20 years old,
Gretzky played for the World Hockey
Association (WHA) at 17 years old.
His reputation as an immaculate scorer preceded him, as he had racked up
a 182-point total playing for the Sault
Saint Marie Greyhounds the year
before. It was the Indianapolis Racers

Sports in this Day and Age: And your champions are...
Shawn McCandlish
Columnist

____________________________________

This column seeks to cover significant current events in the sporting
world as it navigates the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Los Angeles Lakers. After
going 52-19 in the regular season and
cruising past each of their opponents
in the playoffs with three consecutive
4-1 routs, the Lakers took home their
17th trophy in franchise history, beating the Miami Heat four games to two.
The Heat, who had gone 44-29 in
regular season play and only dropped
three games in the postseason on their
way to a conference championship
and a spot in the finals, fell behind
early and could not keep up, losing
game six to seal the deal.
The Lebron-led Lakers jumped
out to an early two-game lead, win-

ning the games 116-98 and 124-114.
They then dropped game three to the
Heat 115-104 before bouncing back in
game four, 102-96. Miami fought back
to force a game six, winning game five
by three, 111-108. The Lakers then
dominated the Heat defensively in
game six, only allowing 36 points in
the first half to go up 64-36 and winning 106-93 to clinch the title.
Lebron James earned MVP honors in the finals for the fourth time in
17 years after averaging 29.8 points
per game, 11.8 rebounds, 8.5 assists
and a 59.1 percent shooting percentage over the six games.
This championship marks the
fourth championship Lebron has
won, his first two coming with the
Miami Heat in 2012 and 2013. His
third championship was won with the
Cleveland Cavaliers in 2016. He also
became the first player in NBA history
to win Finals MVP with at least three

separate franchises. In an interview
after the game, Lebron went on to
say that this championship was about
respect. Not only for him, although
that definitely was a part of it, but for
the Lakers as well.
This win was also history-making for the Lakers organization, as
they won their first championship
since they won back-to-back championships in 2009 and 2010. This
also marks their 17th overall title,
tying the Boston Celtics for the most
in NBA history. After the start of
the decade, the Lakers organization
fell into shambles and has been trying to rebuild since. Stability within
the leadership, followed by savvy hiring of coaching and smart decisions
for player personnel helped lead this
team, which just a few years prior was
a wreck, into a championship winning
team.
It was also an emotional win for

the Lakers, as many players said in
interviews that the season was defined
and guided by the tragic death of
longtime Laker Kobe Bryant, along
with his daughter and seven others
back in January. To the organization, the players and the fans, this
championship did not soothe over the
sting of the loss but, rather, was a way
to build upon Kobe’s legacy. Laker’s
president, Rob Pelinka, was quoted on
nba.com as saying, “Kobe and Gianna
have guided this team all year. For us
to be able to win this championship
doesn’t take away from the sting of the
loss. What it does is allow us to add
to their legacy." Pelinka continued,
"This Lakers' championship of 2020
is to build on that legacy and honor
them. The moment couldn’t be any
more special.” Kobe’s legacy and loss
will continue to hang over the NBA
for years to come, and the Lakers are
stepping up and embracing it rather

than running from it.
One of the more surprising statistics for this series comes not on
the court but off it, and that is zero.
Specifically, zero positive coronavirus results. In this time of panic and
uncertainty in the midst of a pandemic, for any organization to have zero
positive tests is a feat in and of itself.
Just take a look at other professional
and collegiate sports, such as football,
in which teams have had to postpone games and big-name stars have
tested positive. One such example is
star quarterback for the New England
Patriots who tested positive a few
weeks back, or maybe the Tennessee
Titans, who had several personnel
and players test positive, forcing them
to postpone their game against the
Houston Texans.
With the season over for every-

See page 11
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Transcendent Threads
By Kelly Foy

Going to class? Running off
to Costco? Attending a small liberal arts school? What shoes am I’m
wearing, you ask? Birkenstocks. Ah,
the little butternut-squash-shaped
sandal that owns my heart. I’m not
even kidding when I say these shoes
are possibly the best shoe of them
all. I have no credentials to say that,
but if you ask Marten, who got his
PhD in shoeology and now goes by
Doc Marten he’ll tell ya! I kid, I kid.
But,in reality, it’s time to embrace
how funky your feet look — ‘cause
we all have funky feet and silly little
toes — and hop on the ‘Stock train.
I acquired my initial pair of
Birkenstocks when I was at the
tender age of 14 years old. They
had very, je ne sais quoi, iridescent,
brandy, copper pipe hue to them.
I know you’re probably wondering
how that color combination could
literally ever even be the slightest bit
attractive or appealing; well, that’s
the Birken magic, baby. Now, when I
say I wore these almost every day in
high school, I mean that I wore these
almost every day in high school. It
was like they were my authentically
supportive best friend in a strange
shoe-themed coming-of-age movie,
always at all my theatre rehearsals, sitting with me at lunch, waiting for me when I got home ... I
digress. Following that worrisome
analogy of my Birkenstocks being
my best friend, they also seemed to
pair seamlessly with every outfit, or
at least, I thought they did and tried
to make them. During my junior
year, and I seriously don’t know
what fashion inept rooster was living in my brain then, I would wear
mismatched socks with my already
boisterous colored Birkenstocks. I’m
not talking about your average gray
sock and a black sock pair... I’m
talking like a floral print sock paired
with a rainbow sock, possibly with
a hole in it, all nestled under a little

iridescent Birkenstock. I was walking around with a Barbie Dream
House on my feet. It felt right in that
moment, I guess.
Although all good things must
come to an end, as the seasons
changed so did my trusty sandals. I
lamented the loss and perhaps wore
them longer than I should have. The
copper had weathered away to silver,
and it looked as if a rabid beaver
with a serious vendetta against me
had gotten ahold of them. Although,
to me, it didn’t matter! It was like
my two little tattered friends who
had spent all of high school with
me! Alas, they were really collapsing at the seams, and in the melancholy heat of summer of 2018, I
bid my last adieu to my late friends.
Walking into the Birkenstock shop
to buy a new pair, I felt like I was
being untrue to my old sandal-esque
homies. However, I know they would
want me to move on. Wow, I am
starting to sound actually insane, but
that’s what the ‘stocks do to ya, man.
I decided to pick out a beige, less of
an electro dance music meets copper
pipe vibe, and the rest is history.
Along with my current beige
sandals, I also own a couple of pairs
of Birkenstock clogs! These shoes are
a go-to during any season! Except,
well, winter because I go to school in
northern Wisconsin, and that would
be a death wish. Nonetheless, it’s
like having a Pillow Pet on your feet.
They’re ferociously comfortable, and
they make you look distinguished.
Point-blank, you look cool if you
wear Birkenstocks. They give off a
carefree, fun and cutting-edge vibe.
There’s so much to love about this
holy shoe, and I wish I could write
a million love songs about them,
like go all Beatle’s All My Loving on
them. Until then, I’ll be paying the
highest homage to my Birkenstocks
in the best way possible: wearing
them!

To the Monster Under My Bed
By Molly Ruffing

I’m sorry.
I’m sorry I didn’t listen when
you told me how awful the world was
— when you groaned and moaned
and told me to hide away like you.
I’m sorry I ignored your warning.
When I heard your long nails claw at
the floorboards at night, I didn’t ask
you why — I never asked if you were
alright. Instead, I scampered down
the hall, crying for someone to lie
and tell me things would be alright.
I’m sorry I asked for my parents
to come look under my bed, look
deep into your red-rimmed eyes and
tell me that nothing was there. They
called you nothing; they saw your
pain as nothing. They said you didn’t
exist because they were so invested
in this fantasy that everything would
be alright — that the world really
isn’t scary and that monsters aren’t
really real.
As I got older, I stopped running for my parents and, instead,
curled underneath the sheets, hoping to escape your cries on my own.
I’m sorry I never listened. I’m sorry
I never crawled under the bed and
sat with you and asked what you had
seen — what was haunting you each
night. I’m sorry I never held you at
night and asked if you were alright.
Maybe, had I listened just once, I
would have known that people can
be monsters too.
When you followed me to college, I began to wear earplugs to
sleep, assuring myself that I wasn’t
hearing voices — your voice — but
that I just wanted some rest. I’m
sorry I left you alone, causing you
to wander my dorm’s hallways. I’m
sorry you found even more monsters
on those nights, lingering in doorways or jiggling doorknobs. I’m sorry
I didn’t scooch over in my twin-size
bed and offer you a spot right next
to me — right where things at least

seemed safe.
After graduation, you slunk
under my bed in my dingy, new
apartment, continuing your cries.
I’m sorry I ignored you yet again. I’m
sorry for the nights when I prayed
you would just leave me alone and
let me sleep in peace. I wish I had
crawled down by you and just held
you so we could talk about our monsters. Maybe if we had shared our
nightmares, they wouldn’t have
taken over both of our lives.
When I let him up to my apartment that night, I’m sorry I ignored
your shrieks, begging me to see the
monster in front of me. But I was
convinced. I was convinced that true
monsters looked like you, covered
in scales and with daggers for teeth.
Despite all of the nightmares over
the years, I was sure that I could recognize a monster. I had you, after all.
But I couldn’t see that the man
in front of me was more a monster than you would ever be. I’m
sorry I ignored your pleas to make
him leave, ignoring your hopes that
maybe monsters really did only live
under beds. I’m sorry for what you
heard while you sat curled, shuddering under my bed that night.
And I’m sorry for all the times
I cried throughout the night, sharing
the sound of my tears’ descent but
never admitting that we were the
same. I’m sorry I suffered alone and
made you do the same. I’m sorry I
never asked if you were alright. I’m
sorry if my sobs kept you up at night.
I’m sorry I never held your
scaly hands and prayed with you —
prayed that we would stop seeing
monsters when we looked in the mirror — prayed that we would finally
see the monsters who had stood
right in front of us.
I’m so sorry.
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Little Prince and Princess
By Celeste Reyes

By Celeste Reyes

Chicken Smol
By Willem Villerius

So, let’s say, hypothetically,
that the sky was falling. Let’s also
say, in equal likelihood, that the
sky was blue. Given that the sky is
blue and that the sky is falling, one
might metaphorically liken the sky
to a drop of water. The thing that
the poets have purposefully ignored
is that, in actuality, water is almost
completely transparent. The correct
metaphoric comparison to make
would be to Hirundo atrocaerulea
— that is, the blue swallow native to
the Great Rift Valley. Swallows, of
course, are a family of avians known
to quote-on-quote, “dive bomb,”
when there is a perceived threat to
their nest. This is in direct contrast
with Gallus gallus domesticus — the
domestic chicken that is. My wife
is actually an ornithologist, and she
told me that you’ll often find the
common chicken living in a coop
with other chickens under the care
of a farmer. This shows you the utter
hypocrisy of the poet community
who are always advocating coops
for the blue swallow, while at the
same exact time condemning the
tyranny of the chicken farmer who
provides that same, exact coop to
the chicken. The reality of the matter
is that chickens like to come home
to roost and blue swallows like to
dive bomb crap and live in the open
wilderness. Statistics don’t care for
your sentiments. This is why, under
any conceivable notion of reality,
the real artistic and unhypocritical
stance is to metaphorically liken the
undeniable fact that the sky is falling to the blue swallow and that it is
immoral and ignorant to compare it
to a drop of water.
So, the topic of the talk I’m
being asked to give today is the
Falling Sky and the horrendous Bill
KF3. I’ve been growing increasingly
worried about the presence of radical poetics on college campuses,
especially in the humanities and
the social sciences. You know, it’s
absolute rubbish what they’re trying
to do. The radical Neo-Langstonist
theory is all about identity poetics and placing all our writing into
genres, which is actually the same
thing that Lovecraft would’ve said on
the topic; yet, the Neo-Langstonists
claim to be opposed to Lovecraft! It’s
really just a tribalistic standpoint to
be arguing because there are these
radical poets going around telling
people that because of your genre
of writing, you cannot claim the sky
is falling. This is why we need to
all be wary of the terrible Bill KF3
that’s being floated around in parliament right now, which will basically

designate Falling Sky claims as falsification. There have already been
multiple hundreds of my colleagues
calling for my resignation, and if
I’m sentenced to jail time, I’m going
on a hunger strike. I’m not bloody
joking about this! You know, especially on these college campuses, you
hear young poets saying all the time,
“Yes, I’m a Langstonist,” as if it were
something morally virtuous to say.
We can’t simply ignore the fact that
Charlie Parker was a heroin addict!
It’s absolute bloody hypocritical rubbish. Telling me I can’t claim the sky
is falling implies that the sky should
be propped up in the first and it’s
like — Well, no. The sky needs to
earn the respect to be held up. No
sky should feel entitled that I commit to the Atlasian feat of holding
it up.
Listen, people! The global poetic conspiracy wants your children,
and they are communicating with
interdimensional beings. The MLA is
a front for bootleg children’s literature, and the poet laureate is complicit in attempts to cover up this
fact. It’s all on tape, people! There
is an attempt to censor me going on
right now in the establishment of
poetry. My Goodreads account has
been banned for hate speech and
misinformation and, by the power of
God, I have a right to tell you people
the truth, and that truth is, THE SKY
IS FALLING! I repeat, THE SKY IS
FALLING! Listen, people, the poet
laureate and all of her cronies are
after me, and there’s a conspiracy
on my life because they know that
I know the truth! I have seen these
closed-door meetings with the interdimensional poetic supremacists. If
it’s a war these anti-artistic Falling
Sky deniers want, they’ll get it from
me! There are actual manticore
robot poets in production. These are
artificial intelligences that are slowly going to replace human beings
and write all of our poetry for us!
That’s why I tell you that you should
not trust what they’ve been saying about teaching Shakespeare in
school. They teach you Shakespeare
in school to blind you from the real
truth, and I’m the only one saying it:
the sky is falling, there are embryonic mutant manticore poets being
cultivated in top secret book clubs,
and the poet laureate is communicating with interdimensional beings
to make it all happen. Let me say
this: I will not be a stooge for the
global poetic conspiracy! They will
have to kill me before I cooperate
with them because I know for a fact
that they’re after me folks!

Petty Peeves
By Jonah Sharp

I wish we could stare at the
sun. It is a quite important pillar in
our lives. In fact, it’s rather difficult
to overstate the significance of the
sun. Obviously, it is responsible for
maintaining life as we know it, but
the few months a year with slightly
less of it around are donned their
own brand of depression. The sun
is a timeless fixture in pop culture,
used as a metaphor for all things
good and hopeful.
All of this is great, but for how
much we associate the sun with positivity, it is sort of a bummer how
much damage it can do to one’s
vision. Just this summer, I repeatedly interrupted my sleep schedule
to go stare at everything but the sun

Like us on
Facebook!

itself right as it was rising. It was
indeed a beautiful sight over the
mountainous terrain I was calling
home, but it feels odd that if I let my
gaze rest for too long on the source
of the phenomenon, it could have
permanently injured me.
Perhaps the most frustrating
part of this has to do with my somewhat adolescent disdain for being
told what to do. Of course, it is for
good reason that we are told not to
look at the sun. Of course, that is the
case with many of the things we are
told to do or not to do from a young
age, and, of course, I’m not going to
jeopardize my vision by staring at
the sun. But that does not mean I am
happy about it.
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The VITAL program just reached 100+
requests for tutors, and we need your help!
Please consider supporting an Appleton
student’s education by meeting with them
once to twice a week for roughly 30 minutes. You can indicate your grade preference and subjects you’re willing to tutor in.

Follow our social
media!
@TheLawrentian

/Lawrentian

apply at go.lawrence.edu/vital

@The_Lawrentian

Fall Photo Feature: Neenah, Wisconsin

Photos by Caroline Garrow.
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Study Abroad in Athens, Greece

The Temple of Poseidon at Sounio from two differentangles. My study abroad
group took a day trip to Sounio to visit the temple and enjoy the beaches.

Above and below, the sunset over different parts of the Aegean Sea at Cape
Sounion, the southernmost tip of Central Greece.

Photos by Jacki Healy.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All
facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any statement or opinions piece except for the staff
editorial found in the Opinions and Editorials section, which represents a majority of the editorial board.

Anna Kallay

Statement from the Panhellenic Council

Interim President of Lawrence University Panhellenic Council

Ceara Larson

President of Kappa Kappa Gamma

Samara Morris

President of Delta Gamma

Amanda Marsh

President of Kappa Alpha Theta

_________________________________________________

Dear Lawrence Community,
As many of you know, the national Abolish
Greek Life Movement has been gradually surging on Lawrence’s campus. We, the Lawrence
University Panhellenic Council (the governing body of our three social sororities), have
become acutely aware of the movement’s goals
and its overall purpose, and many former members of sororities have deactivated from their
chapter to join the movement. While it has been
sad to see our former sisters decide to move on
from their sororities, we recognize the problems
that they are working to fight, as they are justified and inexcusable. These issues include, but
are not limited to, racism, classism, aggressions
against the LGBTQ+ community and a lack of
accessibility across Greek life that our organizations have perpetuated in the past and present.
Members of the Abolish Greek Life
Movement believe that the best, and only, way
to solve the issues that plague Greek life across
the country is by getting rid of the system
entirely. In other words, reform is believed to be
impossible; however, the Lawrence University
Panhellenic Council (Panhel) believes that its
members, who are educated and driven individuals eager to learn, are extremely capable of
making radical and necessary reform. Sorority

membership has an immense amount of benefits, including providing a safe space for women
in a world of violence and sexism, philanthropic
involvement, women’s empowerment, global
connections and dedication to scholarship;
despite these benefits, there is much room for
change in order to make our organizations less
exclusive and more welcoming.
We recognize that Greek life does not represent the diversity of Lawrence’s campus and
that the Greek system is not inclusive to many.
The Greek system has a history of harming and
silencing members of marginalized groups. It
would be wrong for us to absolve ourselves of
the guilt from [the] pain our organizations have
caused and continue to cause. Conversations
about our role in [perpetuating] oppression
should have happened long ago. We acknowledge that we all experience privilege to some
extent in forms such as white privilege, socioeconomic privilege, cisgender privilege and
straight privilege. We are dedicating ourselves
to changing the systems and practices that have
benefitted women of these privileges, particularly wealthy women and white women. We
are committing ourselves to unpacking these
unearned privileges and actively using our own,
creating and supporting platforms to uplift
BIPOC, members of the LGBTQ+ community
and members of the countless other marginalized communities that our organizations have
harmed. This will involve opening the floor to
discussions regarding injustices against these
groups as well as uplifting their voices. Change
will not happen overnight, but each sorority is
working to address these issues at a local and
national level, and as a council, we will enforce

the policies and changes that we are enacting.
Many of these changes are occurring as we
write this.
The Panhellenic Council will take action on
multiple levels. This includes addressing financial transparency and affordability, integration
of discussions and trainings to create a more
inclusive environment and reexamining our
recruitment process to promote a more equitable and inclusive environment that will support
the entire campus population.
The following steps are intended to be implemented within this academic year:
First, we will begin recruitment training for
all sorority members. This will take the form of
implicit bias training, including education on
implicit bias and its perpetuation of systemic
racism, social inequality and organizational policies. We will analyze the relationship between
power, normativity and marginalization.
Additional rigorous training will be implemented for all recruitment counselors and the “Top
Four” (President, VP External, VP Internal, and
VP Judicial) to ensure they are welcoming and
inclusive in everything they do to prepare members of sororities for recruitment and assist
potential new members during the recruitment
process.
Second, we will install a standing Diversity
Initiative Committee. This committee will be
comprised of two members from each social
sorority on campus with a minimum of four
applicants from each sorority. The committee
will be responsible for holding one campuswide town hall meeting per term and three panhellenic-wide meetings per term. Each sorority
member will be required to attend one of these

meeting per term. The committee will bring in
one compensated BIPOC speaker per term.
Third, we will mandate education on topics
such as privilege, systemic barriers, microaggressions, inclusivity and the formation of racial
hegemony. We will emphasize the importance
of denouncing and fighting both individual
behaviors and larger systems that harm minoritized communities. We will move away from
dwelling on white guilt and instead use it to
change individual actions and fight systemic
problems. We will hold ourselves and others
accountable for aggressions in a constructive
manner and focus attention on victims of discrimination. We will educate on the white racial
frame and the normalization of whiteness.
Fourth, we will work to raise funds to provide
financial support for those who wish to join
sororities, particularly low-income people of
color.
We have started to institute these and other
measures to make our organizations more
inclusive to members of the minoritized communities that we have harmed in the past. We
do not expect anyone belonging to such groups
to provide us with the emotional labor or to
share their traumas with us, but we would love
to hear about any experiences, ideas, questions
or ideas that you may have to aid our growth
and reformation of the Greek community.
Please reach out to anna.g.kallay@lawrence.edu
if you would like your voice to be heard.
Best regards,
Lawrence University Panhellenic Council
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Student Spotlight: Hannah Jones

Erin O’Brien
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Junior vocal performance major
Hannah Jones is a dedicated student
and performer who comes from a
family tradition of talented musicians. She has earned recognition
both through her roles at Lawrence as
well as her outside accomplishments,
including being chosen to star as Tisbe
in La Musica Lirica’s 2020 production
of “La Cenerentola” in Novafeltria,
Italy — an opportunity unfortunately
foiled by COVID.
Virtually every student has experienced professional and academic
challenges related to the pandemic,
but for music students and performers, these challenges can be especially
acute. Jones shared that, like so many
students this past spring, she was in a
“low place” as she adjusted to the new
obstacles posed to us all by distance
learning. However, Jones was ultimately able to transform these obstacles into a new and unique opportunity to meet the needs of the times.
This summer, Jones launched
into online vocal instruction by creating her own program entitled the Soar
Voice Intensive. She explained that
this was a big leap for her, as she had
always been a performer but had not
yet forayed into teaching. However,

thanks to her previous experience as
an online music student at Lawrence,
as well as encouragement from her
mother, she took the chance and
put together her own program from
scratch.
To strengthen her program by
bringing in more perspectives, Jones
brought on two other young singers to
lead masterclasses: Lawrence junior
Kyree Allen and Curtis Institute of
Music alumnus Aaron Crouch. This
choice was fueled by Jones’s belief in
the value of young singers teaching
other young singers and the pedagogical utility of multiple perspectives. She explained that even if the
three instructors had similar advice,
they expressed it in different ways,
which increased the chance that one
of them would say something that
really clicked with a student.
Jones’s belief in the value of
young mentors is rooted in one of
the core tenets of Soar: helping young
performers find their voice and the
confidence necessary to own it. Jones
explained that often times beginning
vocalists get caught up in their own
heads trying to emulate someone
else’s sound and style, but she said,
“You just can’t fill up a room with
someone else’s voice.” She believes
every vocalist has a unique and valuable sound and having instruction

from other young singers who were in
a similar place not too long ago can be
incredibly helpful in conveying that
message.
Jones’s Soar pupil this summer
was a 15-year-old student named
Alina, whose progress can be seen in
the program recap video Jones created on the Soar program Facebook.
Jones shared that she felt very
rewarded by the marked improvement in Alina’s sound and presence,
and she felt that her transition from
performing to teaching profoundly
changed her approach to and outlook
on her own singing.
Jones explained that the experience of putting this program together
on her own and challenging herself
to assume a new role as an instructor
was an incredibly rewarding experience that broadened her perspective
as a music student in many ways. She
said she knows the program meets a
need right now, as young performers
face so many challenges. Jones hopes
to continue the project and has big
plans for the future. Students looking for information and updates on
the Soar Voice Intensive can find it
under that name on Instagram and
Facebook as well as the website soarvoiceintensive.com.

Photo of Junior Hannah Jones.
Photo Provided by Hannah Jones.

Photo Feature:
LU Concert Choir

The Lawrence University Concert Choir takes to the outdoors
for practice on Thursday afternoon.

Movies, Movies, Movies
Levi Homman
Columnist

______________________________________

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

LU Concert Choir practices in Wriston Amphitheater.
Photo by Ursa Anderson.
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“Da 5 Bloods”, 2020, directed by
Spike Lee – 3/5 Stars
The poster for “Da 5 Bloods” features psychedelic, evocative imagery.
Bright splashes of orange, pink and
blue surround the title characters, and
behind them lurks the familiar symbol
of the American flag. While the film
itself does not feature this flashy color
palette or surrealistic visuals, it does
capture a similar feeling to that of the
poster. Following a group of men who
fought together in the Vietnam War,
“Da 5 Bloods” is a highly stylized commentary on the never-ending nature
of violent conflict. While the film
sometimes succeeds in its message, it
often flounders in its own self-aware
humor and convoluted narrative. Be
warned, spoilers follow.
The story begins fairly simply:
four men, now middle-aged, return
to Vietnam to retrieve a box of gold
they discovered while deployed as well
as the remains of their fallen squad
mate, “Stormin’” Norman — played
by the late Chadwick Boseman. The
following hour is filled with tedious
and overwrought exposition, explaining each of the men’s backgrounds
and their plan to retrieve the gold
and remains. This plot gets a wrench
thrown in it at about the halfway point
when both the gold and Norman’s
body are found, something first-time
viewers might expect to be the final
climax of the story. Confused and disoriented, viewers are shaken awake by
a landmine, blowing Eddie — played
by Norm Lewis — to bits in a shockingly gory scene. What follows this
point in the movie is a violent, confusing explosion of gunfire, flashbacks
and backstabbing in a fight over the
gold that the group retrieved. This
sequence of events ultimately culmi-

nates in the death of the remaining four “bloods,” leaving only David,
played by Jonathan Majors, the son
of one of the members of the original
squad, and his French bomb-defusing
love interest, Hedy, played by Mélanie
Thierry, with whom he shares minimal on-screen romantic chemistry.
The entire narrative is ultimately
carried on the back of lead actor Delroy
Lindo, who gives a convincing and
emotionally powerful performance.
Lindo plays Paul, David’s father, and
much of the runtime is dedicated to
developing and shaping their fatherson relationship, which, by the end,
is a highlight of the film. Lindo’s performance, though, is dampened by
his character’s controversial politics
and troubling backstory. Throughout
the film, Paul wears a “Make America
Great Again” hat, which becomes a
symbol for something; it is difficult
to say what director Spike Lee was
going for there. It is also implied
that Paul was a deadbeat dad and
abusive to David’s mother, who died
when David was young. All this makes
it hard to forgive Paul before he is
killed via firing squad by a group of
Vietnamese mercenaries, despite the
fact that Norman does, in fact, forgive
Paul in a heavenly vision deep in the
jungle, creating a confusing level of
dissonance for the audience.
“Da 5 Bloods” does do some
things right, though. Its deepest themes, like the weight of PostTraumatic Stress Disorder, collective
trauma and the effect it can have on
family ties shine through and all with
a classic stylized Spike Lee tone. If
you want a movie to escape real world
events, this is not the movie you are
looking for. But if you are a fan of
Lee’s work and are interested in a
unique take on the Vietnam War, you
might like this one.
“Da 5 Bloods” can be streamed
right now on Netflix.
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Leslie Smith III Gallery Opening

Mads Layton
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Leslie Smith III’s gallery show
“We Still Play With Blocks: Paintings
from 2014 – 17” just opened at the
Hawthorn Contemporary Museum
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Leslie
Smith III is an abstract painter based
in Madison, Wisconsin. Though
Hawthorn Contemporary is open
physically by appointment -- and with
proper physical distancing guidelines,
of course -- the exhibition is also
available to peruse digitally, a decent
alternative for those who are not able
to access the show in person. While
clicking through the exhibition space,
a stark white room with eight pieces
lining the walls, viewers are able to
inspect each of the pieces up close,
angle the perspective to view its edges
and contours, and even access the
label with the title.
Each of the pieces in the exhibition show what Smith prioritizes in
his practice. They play with shapes
and colors to create environments in
which the viewer can reside for a
moment. Departing from the traditional rectangular canvas, Smith uses
stretched canvases in abstract shapes

that are then bolted and hinged
together to create a new type of surface. Viewers are forced to confront a
slightly off-putting, almost-rectangular canvas in pieces such as, “Toeing
the Water Line” or, “Prestige”, while
others such as “In The Margins” are
completely deconstructed to allow for
negative space between the forms. In
his artist statement on his website,
Smith explains, “I create paintings
that exhibit a distinctive space not
dependent upon traditional threedimensional perspectives.” That is,
there is viable opportunity for creation of a rich abstract world without
turning to sculpture.
Despite their flatness -- he uses
primarily oil paint, with some graphite and acrylic pigment -- the paintings in this collection take on the
characteristics of an artistic relief, or
relievo, which is a sculptural piece that
projects outward from the wall, combining two-dimensional and threedimensional aspects. Smith invites the
viewer to believe they can see further
than just flat marks on the surface
through the use of perceived shadow
and the illusion of concealed elements
within the composition. This is prominent in works such as “Ready or Not,”

at a split between canvases where one
scene appears to be slipped behind
the other, or “Shooting Blanks in the
Dark,” where strategic use of color
seems to lift elements away from each
other. It is a play on depth perception. The later pieces in his collection,
“Redaction,” and “Redacted,” both
made in 2017, take up more space on
the wall and heighten Smith’s goal to
“construct aesthetics that create challenging and unconventional viewing
experiences” as he says in his artist
statement. They are more fractured
and less subtly sheared down on the
edges. This type of work in general,
and Smith’s in particular, contribute
to a conversation about what abstract
painting can be outside of the realm
legitimized in the 20th century. The
exhibition asks the viewer how they
can experience paintings anew. Each
work in the collection gives the viewer
a chance to linger on what it means to
exist outside of expectations.
The works at Hawthorn
Contemporary will be available to
view from Oct. 3, 2020, until Feb. 12,
2021. On his website, lesliesmith3.
com, more of his work can be viewed,
as well as on his Instagram page @
artsmith3.

Student vocal recital awes

John Freidinger
Staff Writer

___________________________________

This past Saturday, Oct. 10,
senior Samantha Gibson performed
a repertoire of songs for her student
recital. Though the performance space
was empty, Gibson’s voice filled the
stage and the ears of the limited number of attendees.
Her first three songs exemplified her voice and showed that, from
head to toe, she is truly a soprano.
Her high voice, wielded with near
unbelievable control, proved to be not
only extremely entertaining but also
beautiful and joyful.
The first three songs sung were
all by Richard Strauss, a German composer, and as Gibson puts it, “embodies what it feels like to be in love.” The
joyous high notes stacked one on top
of another provide an idealistic, yet
still realistic, representation of what it
means to be in love.
Gibson’s voice could not have
been better suited for these songs and
the role that goes along with them.
The beautiful high notes seem effortlessly natural, as she sang them with
what seemed to be next to no strain on
herself at all. However, to sing in this
way surely takes years of hard work
and practice.
The next three pieces Gibson
introduced revolved around the opposite idea of the first three: of losing a
deep and profound love. Again, her
voice morphed to the message of the
song, as you could hear the pain and
strain reflected in her voice as she
sang.
The content of these songs
requires so much emotional depth
to sing properly, and Gibson did an
incredible job of not only filling her
voice with the pain of lost love but also
showing this same pain on her face,
allowing the audience to hear and see
that the songs were not like the joyous
affair of the previous ones.
Overall, Gibson’s performance
seemed to be the culmination of hours
of hard work and it is a shame that the

Quarantine
Consumption:
Rise of teen TV

Mary Grace Wagner
Columnist

______________________________________

So, this year has been weird.
In the last seven months, many of
us have spent more time alone than
ever before, and as much as arts and
entertainment can be a great way
to bond in person, they are just as
important when we are stuck in our
rooms. This term, I am going to be
asking Lawrentians what piece of art
or media has gotten them through
quarantine, what captured their
imagination or made them feel less
alone during these hard times. From
the silly reasons to the serious ones,
what is it and why is it important
to them?
Teen dramas get a bad rap. They
are deemed as lowbrow, poorly written and unrealistic. Yet, they remain
popular nonetheless, with many viewers more or less agreeing with said
criticisms. So, what draws people
into these shows that are objectively
less than prestige television? Well,
junior Mads Layton knows, as she
was sucked into nine seasons of “One
Tree Hill,” an early 2000’s teen drama
series, over quarantine.
“It takes place in an actual
town in North Carolina called Tree
Hill” says Layton as she introduced
the series,. “It starts off as a pretty
typical, you know, high school show
where there’s this cast of characters,
and they have all their high school
problems.” Storylines that begin with
“boy meets girl, boy and girl fall in
love,” end with “everyone in the friend
group dating each other” by the finale.
Layton sort of smiled to herself and
explained the extent of these high
school perils, “You know [the writers]
just have to come up with more things
[for the characters] to do. There’s like
way too many car crashes — it just
doesn’t make sense how many car
crashes happen within one group of
people!”, she laughed. But this is what
Layton loves about “One Tree Hill.”
“It has to keep getting more and more
absurd, you’re like ‘this stuff doesn’t
happen?!’” Layton continued, “Like
the probability of all this happening to
this small group of people just doesn’t
make any sense. You can just imagine
being in this writer’s room and they’re
like uhhhh, car crash! Uhhhh kidnapping, uhhhhhh pregnancy scare!”

Layton expained how the writing was
essentially throwing tropes at the wall.
Layton described how invested
she got into the ridiculous lives of
the characters who live in Tree Hill,
N.C., “[The show] was at its best in
the beginning when they were actually in high school, but you get yourself so invested by the fifth season
... you can’t just stop [then]!” While
Layton was at home binging “One
Tree Hill” this summer, her sister
brought her a nitro cold brew home
from Starbucks. And while that may
seem irrelevant, that source of caffeine fueled Layton to write approximately 1,500 words about “One Tree
Hill.” Layton described how in her
caffeinated frenzy she wrote about
why she adores the show, “I love the
sense of friendship that’s happening
there, like it’s this group of people
who keep saying they hate each other
for whatever reason, and then they
come back together and there is this
really strong hope [that] things are
going to turn out alright and love is a
powerful thing.”
She then retreated a bit calling
it all a bit “stupid,” but then pivoted
back to how it really makes her feel,
“It’s so satisfying to see everything
work out in the end,” and even in the
most cliche of ways, like the brooding
bookish boy ending up with the cool
alternative chick. Layton explained
how the show was so much fun for
her, especially as she spent so much
time in her room by herself; it provided a much needed comfort. Layton
would relax and paint while watching
it a lot, as the show is not incredibly
detail-oriented. She said, “You don’t
need to be paying attention to like
sneaky handoffs or whatever.”
On the days where doing anything but sitting and doing nothing
was a challenge, she would hang out in
her room and watch “One Tree Hill” or
go to donate plasma and watch “One
Tree Hill.” There, “[It was Layton] in
the plasma chair with tears rolling
down [her] face” because her favorite
couple got together “FINALLY!!!”
This column has sort of had a
trend over the course of this term, and
it is that no matter what people binged
over quarantine, it was pure unadulterated fun for them. “One Tree Hill”
may be a soapy teen drama that “takes
itself so seriously…it’s kind of crazy.”
But it is fun, and to Layton, that is all
that mattered.

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
given the circumstances did not allow
as many people to experience the crescendo of her hard work in person.
Even given the circumstances,
Gibson did not hold back at all. She
still sang with her whole heart and put
on an energetic and beautiful show
for all those watching, whether over
livestream or in person.
The final song of Gibson’s performance could not have summed it
up better. There were many moments
of hope mixed into her final song,
accompanying the beautiful notes and

Senior Samantha Gibson strikes a high note.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.

lyrics. Her last song did a great job
finishing and summarizing her performance, both in her singing style
and the themes of the works she performed.
Though the performance was this
past Saturday, it was livestreamed and
recorded. It is now available online
on the Lawrence website and is the
perfect half hour of music for anyone
looking for a moment of beauty and
hope in the grim and uncertain times
of today.
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Staff Editorial:

Please stay on campus

Finding Caguana

Carmen Rosa San Diego

Columnist
_________________________________

Let’s be honest: it’s bad.
The rate of positive COVID-19 results in Wisconsin has been steadily rising for weeks, with the Wisconsin
Department of Health Services reporting a peak on Oct. 13 with a 20.3 percent positive test rate. Within the state,
Appleton is reporting that Outagamie County -- which is home to most of Appleton -- is among the five Wisconsin
counties with the highest positive case rates. Right outside of the Lawrence bubble, community transmission is
widespread and rampant.
Given the state of COVID-19 in the areas surrounding campus, it is truly remarkable that cases remain so low
at Lawrence, with a positivity rate of less than a half of one percent as of Oct. 14. However, given the widespread
transmission of COVID-19 in the Appleton area and the close-knit nature of the Lawrence campus, it will not take
much for an outbreak to occur. Once the bubble is contaminated, it will pop -- and each of us has the personal
responsibility to do everything we can to make sure that does not happen.
Right now, the best way we can do that is to wear our masks, social distance and, most importantly, stay on
campus as much as possible. With the rate of positivity so high in the Appleton area, every trip off campus risks
bringing COVID-19 into the bubble.
Of course, there are some trips that cannot be avoided. Students may need to venture into Appleton to get
medication, buy groceries or go to work. While we urge students in this situation to take every possible precaution,
we recognize that leaving campus is sometimes a necessity.
But when it’s not, don’t leave.
The temptation to take a walk down College Avenue to pick up your go-to order at Sal’s or to crank out a paper
while sipping on boba at Fika Tea is strong. We can cross campus end-to-end in less than 10 minutes. We spend
most of the day studying alone in our individual dorm rooms. And let’s be honest, there’s only so much Commons
food we can eat before we hit a breaking point.
But people are counting on us to resist the temptation.
While most of us have a home we can go back to away from Lawrence, that is not a luxury that all students
have. If campus has to shut down due to an outbreak, there will be a significant portion of the student population
with nowhere to go. We owe it to them to make sure that Lawrence can continue to serve as their home.
At the same time, we also owe it to the high-risk individuals living or working on campus. Although, as college
students, most of us are in a fairly low-risk group in terms of complications from COVID-19, we are certainly not
beyond risk. Immune disorders, asthma, diabetes and so many other factors can heighten the risk of complications
for people our age, and there are plenty of students with these risks living on campus. That doesn’t even consider
the many faculty and staff we interact with every day. Any student who brings COVID-19 onto campus risks exposing our professors, our Café and Commons workers, our custodial staff and so many others. That is not a risk we
should be willing to take -- no matter what.
Even though we’re stuck on campus, there are many enjoyable alternatives students can utilize to get out
of their lonely dorm room. In order to stay active, check out the tennis courts or reserve workout spaces in the
Wellness Center to get your exercise fix and find some mental clarity. To maintain relationships, schedule small,
distanced movie nights with friends in lounges or reach out to your Community Advisor to get involved with activities they have planned. You can even leave your room to study: the library has open study hours six days a week,
Warch has opened up parts of the third floor and, as of last week, you can book certain rooms in Warch and other
academic buildings for group study sessions.
While this whole situation definitely sucks, to put it eloquently, we are still obligated to each other to reduce
exposure and mitigate risk. We have a rare opportunity with our beautiful bubble to remain on campus and not have
outbreaks like many other college campuses have experienced. We are obligated to protect this bubble at all costs
because, really, protecting the bubble means protecting everyone we love here.
To report a concern about a possible violation of The Pledge, you can call Campus Safety at any time at (920)
832-6999 or fill out the COVID-19 Behavior Concern form. This form can be found on the Lawrence website under
the Dean of Students page.
Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Genevieve Cook, at lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for
clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should
not be more than 350 words.
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Knowledge is powerful. How you
choose to share that knowledge
and apply it is even more powerful.
Writing is powerful. Words on paper,
scribbled by pens, pencils and other
writing utensils, is a method to hold
emotions, stories and shared history.
Stories, novels and poetry.
The words used to construct
sentences, paragraphs to construct
windows and doors to worlds they
might not travel to otherwise. What
happens when every single door and
window to a world that is familiar to
you does not exist or is locked up in
chains and padlocks, and no one has
the key? If novels, poetry and writing
are windows, mirrors and doors, why
is it that some of us have never seen
ourselves reflected, represented or
honored properly?
I remember the first time I read
a novel in which I could see myself.
I was 17. For the first 17 years of my
life, I read stories about heroines and
villains that didn’t look like me. I saw
movies and shows about characters
dealing with real-life situations that
didn’t look like me.
All of the characters with intellectual depth, value beauty, and the
characters that were empowered in
all of these stories, no matter the
medium in which they were presented, were white characters.
As I have traveled all over the
world, I have observed that the stories that are allowed to exist are those
that are written within binary spaces,
the stories that empower those that
already benefit from the power structures and dynamics at play.
I was 17 the first time I had read
about a girl who looked, sounded
and experienced the world as I
did. I remember finally hearing the
power of my own voice. Thank you
Esmeralda Santiago and Julia de
Burgos for building a bridge that
would allow me to travel home.
Thank you Lucile Clifton for a beautiful homage to my hips. Thank you
Celia Cruz and Hector Lavoe for
singing my people’s beauty and his-

tory in song.
I have always known my history
and people are beautiful. I have also
always known that I was beautiful,
but sometimes, you still need to see
yourself in a good book, you know?
Have something and someone to
relate to.
There are a variety of novels, shows
and movies that have been created
recently (I mean less than a decade
ago) in which an increasing amount
of Black, Brown, Indigenous, Asian,
queer, multiracial and multicultural
characters are being represented.
However, in spite of a growing
interest in diversifying narratives in
literature, films and shows, Black,
Brown, Indigenous and other Peoples
of Color are still slighted — robbed
of due credit, and often only used as
tokens or as features in the back of
student-run newspapers.
Writing is powerful because it
allows us to open a window, door or
look in a mirror and see ourselves
or someone else. In the last issue
of The Lawrentian, the one article
written by Indigenous voices about
Indigenous People’s Day should have
been on the front page, front and
center; instead the article was on the
Features page.
What was the article on the front
page you might ask? An article about
the student demonstrations that
occurred last week, half of which
was dedicated to an administrator’s response about the inaction of
Lawrence administrators in denouncing white supremacy and racism.
The Lawrentian had the opportunity to uplift Indigenous voices with
the article written by LUNA, and,
instead, a different route was taken.
Novels written by and for BIPOC
voices often face the same treatment,
reduced to features and shiny tokens
of entertainment.
I am slowly entering into adulthood, and I can still count the times
in which I have seen women of color
in administrative positions, on front
pages and as Pulitzer Prize winners.
Essentially, writing is powerful but so
are the spaces in which these pieces

See page 11

The Anarchy Gauntlet: Anarchy vs. white supremacy Pt. II

Barry B. Bookchin
Columnist

The Anarchy Gauntlet is a column
attempting to move away from my
more traditional Marxist-themed
articles to a framework centered
around anarchism, which better
reflects my beliefs. Anarchism advocates for the end to unjustified hierarchies, from boss-worker relations
to even parent-child dynamics as we
know them. Anarchists believe in the
same post-capitalism, communist
society as other far-left groups but
differs in the practice and means of
achieving that society. These ideas of
anarchism will be inherent throughout these articles.
A couple of weeks ago, I discussed
the conflict between white supremacy
and anarchism and how this conflict
manifests in Black liberation and
Indigenous sovereignty. The U.S.
nation-state is built on white supremacy, and so, the anarchist aim to
smash the state is in line with defeating white supremacy itself.
I also mentioned that white
supremacy has global implications as
well. So, how does white supremacy
take root across the globe, and what
does anarchism have to say about it?
Let’s find out.

With the onset of the industrial
revolution and subsequent developments like colonialism, slavery,
global imperialism and globalization,
the world is increasingly connected —
economically, socially, culturally and
linguistically. Rather than tackling
all those big ideas, though, I want to
focus on globalization in recent history.
As the late David Graeber defined
it, an anarchist globalization is “the
effacement of borders and the free
movement of people, possessions and
ideas.” This stems from the anarchist
principles of autonomy and disavowal
of nation-states and their respective
borders.
Humans all live on the same planet
and share a common global environment, so why would we arbitrarily
draw lines to restrict cooperation and
freedom of movement? Of course,
this isn’t how globalization actually
plays out in today’s world, and that’s
exactly the problem.
Global institutions like the
International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank and the World Trade
Organization facilitate the liberalization —the opening up — of markets
in the Global South to corporate
investment from the Global North via
Free Trade Agreements (FTA).
FTAs relax environmental, labor
and trade regulations for wealthy

corporations to exploit a country’s
economy for profit. One example
of this is the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), signed by
Canada, the U.S. and Mexico in 1994.
NAFTA allowed U.S. agribusiness to
sell grains in Mexican markets below
their production costs, effectively
driving Mexican farmers into poverty.
There is no way for Mexican peasant farmers cultivating crops off of
ejido land to compete with milliondollar corporations who can bear the
brunt of losing profit to undercut
their competitors.
This process is a large factor leading
to Mexican immigration across the
border out of economic necessity.
This is but one example in a slew
of Latin American immigration
induced by poverty, regime change,
war, neoliberalism and climate
change. Immigration makes sense;
humans have done it for thousands
of years, moving from place to place
when conditions become hostile. The
problem arises when an international
order of nation-states imposes imaginary lines to restrict that immigration.
The U.S. has militarized the U.S.Mexico border, but let’s not forget
the fact that the Chihuahuan Desert
is also used as a means of deterrence,
a tactic that endangers immigrants’
lives every day. Sticking with the

example of NAFTA, peasant farmers who once managed ejido land in
Mexico often journey back and forth
across the border in concert with the
U.S. agribusiness seasons. So, for
farmworkers, it’s not just a one-time
event.
There are several points in time
and space at which a Mexican
farmworker’s life is at stake during the seasonal border crossings.
Xenophobic and racist policies aside,
the U.S.-Mexico border complex
brings immense profit to U.S. agribusiness. Having such a vulnerable
labor force allows industrial agriculture to pay bare minimum wages,
below minimum wage, in fact, and
to subject farmworkers to absolutely
inhumane and filthy working conditions.
Farmworkers often have no
bargaining or organizing rights as
workers, either because of the threat
of deportation, imprisonment or
even murder. Not only does this
grant agribusiness the sustenance of
immense profit, it allows those corporations to fire U.S. workers who do
have the privilege of citizenship and
bargaining rights.
Hence, this process hurts workers on both sides of the border. This
sounds grim, but that’s the reality of
the twin dragons of capitalism and
the nation-state.

Returning to the anarchist idea
of globalization: “The effacement of
borders and the free movement of
people, possessions and ideas.” The
real solution to our problems of economic exploitation is not racism or
xenophobia.
It is to destroy the follies of nationalism and ethnocentrism, to smash
the state and its capitalist enterprises.
We must establish an international
solidarity with our fellow human
beings and workers of the world.
Only when we realize that we all
have more commonalities than differences, when we embrace each other
and each other’s differences, can we
move forward as a species in solidarity.
Not only do borders obstruct the
future of humanity, they actively
erode the livelihoods of the Earth’s
people, including Mexican farmworkers and U.S. workers. Globalization
should liberate people, not trap them
within the borders of nation-states
and under the exploitation of freely
moving, international corporations.
If you have comments, questions
or concerns that you would like to
express, I can be reached at poserocks@gmail.com

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All
facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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We are not supposed to talk about this: Supreme
Court decisions

Fariba Lale

Columnist
_________________________________
When Ruth Bader Ginsburg passed
away last month, liberal blue checks
took to Twitter, threatening violence
and riots should President Trump
nominate a replacement before the
election, while democratic leadership
pointed to Ginsburg’s desire not to be
replaced until a new president took
office.
Back in 2016, Senator McConnell
and other republicans held that the
vacancy left by Justice Scalia should
not be filled during the election year.
But, anyways, since time is a flat
circle and nothing means anything,
confirmation hearings for Trump’s
nominee, Amy Coney Barrett, began
on Monday, Oct. 12.
If confirmed, Barrett’s nomination
would mean a six-three conservative
majority in the Supreme Court. In
her opening statements on Monday,
she presented herself as an originalist when it comes to interpreting the
law, emphasizing that she strives to
reach decisions that are not based
on personal preference or partisan
leanings.
I might buy that if, first, justices
were granted some type of godlike
power that separated them from

Luther Abel

Columnist
_________________________________
Amy Coney Barrett, known to some
as the Glorious ACB, and to others
as the greatest threat to American
democracy since whatever happened
last week. A presidential debate, I
think? No matter, short memory and
a decidedly finite intellectual capacity never kept me from having an
opinion.
By my lights, this confirmation
should go through with very little
fuss. The nominee is solid, the votes
are there to confirm her and that
should be that. However, because
nothing is ever simple, the republicans — during the nomination of
Merrick Garland — spoke too broadly
in defending their choice of not permitting President Obama’s nominee
a hearing.
This means they must now defend
remarks made about “letting the voters decide,” delaying the appointment
until after the election of 2016. Never

Indigenous
Peoples’ Day
Celebration

continued from page 1
allyship doesn’t stop there.” Garcia
continued, “It’s important that we celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day but
also continue to think about the yearlong effects of uplifting Indigenous
people and their voices.”

us mortals by guaranteeing them
infallible judgment and, second, the
Constitution was not written at a time
when only a small, selective subsection of the American population was
considered fully human and worthy
of rights and liberties at all.
In discussing the significance of
this nomination, the focus, from a
liberal standpoint, has fallen squarely
on social issues. The protection of the
Roe v. Wade ruling, the Affordable
Care Act and LGBTQ+ rights are all
issues that have dominated this conversation.
A number of questions have been
brought up in the hearing as of
Tuesday, Oct. 13. I mean, sort of.
Softball questions that Barrett has,
more often than not, outright refused
to answer. You know the drill.
An area that has been less discussed in the news cycle and in the
hearing thus far is Barrett’s record as
it pertains to workers’ rights. Most
recently, in August, she ruled in favor
of Grubhub over its delivery drivers
who were trying to sue the company
for refusing them overtime pay. And
this type of behavior is not some kind
of anomaly for her.
It would be a great issue to press
her on too because something like
this has the ability to cross party lines
easily, and it is clearly displayed in

her record. Alas! It becomes a hell of
a lot more difficult to condemn your
opponent’s alignment with corporate
interests when your own party is
at least as corporatist, through and
through.
Speaking of which, I want to take
a second to check in with the opposition party. Cartoonishly oversized
scare quotes have been redacted for
clarity. There has been a good deal
of handwringing and moaning about
how mean and unfair the republicans
are for pulling this stunt.
Which is, um, hilarious because
why wouldn’t they? I cannot understand how these people keep trying
to coax some sense of shame or sympathy or whatever from the likes of
Mitch McConnell, Lindsey Graham,
and co., as if their entire brand is not
being heartless assholes who do and
take whatever they want. Democrats
know this.
The only explanation that makes
sense to me is that, surprise, the
resistance is purely symbolic and void
of any real substance. Republicans
should absolutely be trying to jam a
nominee through right now. It is in
their best interest. Simple as that.
The question is, what are democrats
going to do in response?
One of the big questions on the
table is the possibility of packing

the Court in the event that Barrett
is confirmed and Biden takes office
after the fact. Since Ginsburg’s death,
Biden has been awful coy about this
question.
At the debate, for example, he
deflected it outright, stating that
whichever answer he gave would be
perceived as bad. However, there
has still been speculation lately that
he may be considering it or may be
pushed to at least.
Honestly, I think that whole discussion is a little bit goofy. First of
all, everything that comes out of the
guy’s mouth is a lie. You have to look
at his record to understand anything
about how he will actually govern,
and, in his record, he makes his position on this practice crystal-clear.
He famously condemned court
packing as “boneheaded” back in
1983 and, as recently as Oct., 2019,
argued that adding justices would
undermine the credibility of the
Supreme Court. I do not wonder for a
second why he was comfortable stating these opinions then and now has
suddenly decided it would be better
to keep his mouth shut.
This is extremely concerning to
me because it strikes me that, in the
democrats’ questioning of Barrett
and in Biden’s waffling non-answers
regarding the Supreme Court, very

little is being done to actually protect
the rights of those who would be
harmed by a six-three conservative
majority. I am exhausted by trying to
unpack the Democrats’ 4D chess that
consistently results in nothing fundamentally changing.
And, most of all, I am concerned
that, less than a month before the
election, all Biden has to say on the
matter is that he is “not a fan” of
court packing and does not want to
discuss it further. He has this thing
going on where he only looks good, or
even acceptable, when he is granted
what is, in my opinion, utterly undeserved benefit of the doubt.
We are just supposed to vote for
him and trust that he will fight for
us — based on what? Faith? I do not
think this is serious for him, or any of
the democrats, because it is not.
They have no stake in the game.
And if Barrett is confirmed (which,
in all likelihood, she will be), I would
be shocked if democrats so much as
reconsidered their good manners
and polite tone, even when millions
of Americans are stripped of their
health insurance as a result.

mind for a second that democrats
made all sorts of noise about how
judicial seats must be filled immediately at the time.
By failing to exercise precise language in 2016, republicans are now
over a barrel of their own making.
They should have been honest about
why they halted Garland’s nomination, namely that the Grand Old
Party (GOP) had the Senate and were
in no way constitutionally compelled
to do anything they didn’t want to do
regarding judicial appointments.
If Obama wanted a nominee
approved, his party shouldn’t have
hemorrhaged seats in the federal legislature in 2010 and 2014. While the
GOP will have to wrestle with public
perception of their 2016 statements
— looking at you, Lindsey Graham —
they ultimately will have their way.
People can pitch a fit about it,
many have, but elections have consequences. The democratic failures on
the state-level are the fault of no one
but party leadership and Obama’s cir-

cumvention of the legislature.
The democrats are up against a
wall, and they know it. For one, they
don’t control the White House and
Senate, the two places through which
a judicial appointee must go for confirmation.
Secondly, Barrett is exceptionally
qualified with a spotless personal
history, which makes attacks against
her personal life look petty and
unfounded. One phrase, in particular,
uttered by the incomparable Dianne
Feinstein, “The dogma lives loudly
within you,” at Barrett’s U.S. Court of
Appeals appointment will haunt them
for years to come.
If they make fools of themselves
at the hearings, the gains they hope
to make legislatively may be endangered. Should Biden prevail but fail
to win the Senate, it will be a long
four years for dems of Cocaine Mitch
smacking down each and every bill
that emanates from the House.
Third, there is, in fact, precedent
for appointing judicial nominees

in an election year when both the
Senate and presidency agree on the
nominee’s Merrick. I mean, merit.
Threats of court-packing — adding
seats on the Supreme Court through
legislative action — are ill-conceived
and dangerous. Dems have got nothin’, and they know it.
The question which most interests me looking at the relationship
between this appointment and
November is: can Trump win after
Barrett is appointed? Many people
held their noses and voted for him
last time because losing the seat of
Scalia to some activist, judicial nominee from a Clinton administration
would have been too much to bear.
Now that Trump has delivered a
likely three appointments, the danger
of judicial legislating is diminished —
by judicial legislating, I mean: a judge
not interpreting the law but instead
adding to established law what was
never intended to be there. It is not
the job of a judge to read into law
what they would like to see there, in

other words.
With Barrett, Gorsuch and
Kavanaugh appointed, I think a sufficient number of people will either
not bother voting or cast their ballot
for Biden with the thought that the
wheels are unlikely to come off the
cart. After all, the Trump show is
exhausting, and watching Biden walk
into walls in the White House might
make for a blissfully quiet four years.
Whatever may happen between
now and December, the appointment
of Barrett to the highest court is a
good thing.
She symbolizes what women can
achieve in the U.S., a feminist icon
who succeeds extraordinarily in the
workplace and in the home. May she
judge wisely, eschew bias and live a
long and happy life.

Sports in This
Day and Age

the weirdest in history, while looking
forward to what the future might hold
for themselves and for their favorite
organizations. This season, plagued
by plagues, social justice issues, injuries and more is now officially in the
books. But it will not soon leave our
memories even as we prepare for next
year. Will the Lakers stand atop again
next year, or will there be a new team
taking the throne? Only time will tell.
Life is fickle, and we can only watch it
as it passes.

Finding
Caguana

that are suffocating and the first time
I really listened to my parents about
the importance of being my most
authentic self and walking in my
presence, I was 17.
Granted, high school made me
feel like I had to dress, speak and
behave in certain ways to at least survive (even though most of the time I
thought, f*ck that), I still felt out of
place because when I saw the world,
it was painted in colors that didn’t
represent me. I ran to books as a safe
place away from that dull reality, only
to find that while the stories were
great, I couldn’t relate.
Thanks to Esmeralda Santiago
and my parents, I was able to find
my beauty reflected in a novel. But
some children, and some of us, didn’t
have parents that raised free spirits
or radically liberated individuals. It
is for them that we must place beautiful, different people on the damn
front page.

continued from page 3

one now, the bubble can now safely collapse as both the Lakers and
Heat leave and return home. More
so, teams and fans alike can now
reminisce on this past season, one of

Want to work for
THE LAWRENTIAN?
Visit lawrentian.com/apply

continued from page 10
of art are allowed to exist in.
Editors and authors are the curators in the literary world. They
methodically create worlds, form
opinions or help shape the world with
their stories and literary pieces. As
you look into diversifying your collections of pieces of writing, actively
look for perspectives outside of your
own.
Take the time to educate yourself
on the historical context, themes
and messages the authors focus on.
Honestly, I am so tired of reading the
same stories about the same types
of people, as if we were all the same.
We are not all the same; so, none of
us should be forced to fit into spaces
that we are too grand to fit into.
The first time I realized that it was
ok to not fit into these small spaces

Agree? Disagree? Either way, I'd like
to hear your thoughts. I can be contacted at abell@lawrence.edu

With love as always.
Carmen San Diego
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Photo Poll

Caroline Garrow
Staff Photographer

What’s your favorite COVID-friendly social activity?
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publication.

“Playing Rocket League online with
friends!”
— Sebastian Evans

“Crying at home.”
— Gwen Cain

“Playing Minecraft with my friends.”
— Nero Gallagher

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
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—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
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Copy Editor:
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—Letters to the editor will be
edited for clarity, decency and
grammar.
—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words.

“Playing UNO with Caroline and
Noelly while wearing masks.”
— Ramisha Mahiyat

“I really like doing makeup and
getting dressed up with my
roommates and then just dancing
around our dorm room and then
ending the night by eating chips.”
— Rachael Teeter

“ I’ve been playing a lot of video
games online with my friends over
Discord, right now primarily ‘Among
Us,’ which is so fun.”
— Caroline Rosch
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Corrections

“I’ve been having a good time
re-watching movies and shows that
I was afraid to re-watch. I have so
much time, might as well.”
— Ethan Harnisch

“Skateboarding with my dog.”
— Chelsea Halloin

“Skateboarding with Chelsea.”
— Mykonos Halloin (dog)

In the Oct. 9 issue, The
Lawrentian incorrectly reported
that, on Sep. 26, a racist and antisemitic hate crime occurred on the
Lawrence campus. The hate crime
actually occurred
in a residential neighborhood
adjacent to campus, and the graffiti
found near Main Hall was unrelated.
We apologize for the error.

In the Oct. 9 issue, there was
a typo in the article “Review: Rina
Sawayama.” The name of one of the
tracks was incorrectly written as
“Alaska Sad” but should instead be
“Alasaka Sad.”
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